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that travel has demonstrable positive effects on human beings: It brings new per
spectives and knowledge, and gives a sense of freedom and pleasure that enhances 

 However, the sheer volume of travel 

Tourism Organization.

people, new cultures, and also new animals. These animals encompass the danger

foundational to the field of animal studies

animals. Animals have, since the dawn of time, populated our world, our lives, and 

look at them. In the nineteenth and 

state of the planet urges us to rethink our relationship with the environment in 

writing about animals 
and animal descriptions. People, Berger argues, have come to see them more as 
symbols know animals, 
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ambiguous world.

could maintain the distinction between humans and animals. To a certain extent, 

Libraries.
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people and cultures.  The Australian scholar Elizabeth Leane, in her recent explo
ration of the appearance of animals in travelogues, suggests that it comes as no 

tions, resonates with colonialism, and contributes to the negative effects of tourism.
In postcolonial approaches to travel writing, much attention has been paid to 

edited volume seeks to address.
In Animals in Dutch Travel

functions are attributed to them. The volume offers a balanced discussion of wild 

observe them whilst travelling both home and abroad.

research into Dutch travel writing, which will be contextualised in relation to inter
national developments in travel writing studies. We then turn our attention to the 

studies, and ecocriticism. The structure of this book is then explained and substan
tiated, highlighting several common threads that can be recognised throughout the 



RICK HONINGS & ESTHER OP DE BEEK

The genre of travel writing

ten about, from notes in diaries, letters, and reports of scientific expeditions, to 

Odyssey, for example, has all the characteristics of travel 

 However, such 

as the Middle Dutch De reis van Sint Brandaan

and in travel literature. Although the Italian explorer Marco Polo had travelled to 

to Jerusalem, such as the 
Voyages

he discovered a travel route that would be used for centuries. From that moment 

invention of the printing press. These later travelogues were based on personal 
 Such 

Brems, there has been a boom in travel stories in modern Dutch literature since 
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 Travel literature is, in 

about how travellers define themselves and others, and offers a nuanced view of 

actual 
encounters between humans and animals.

The field of travel writing studies

Recent decades have seen growth in the international field of travel writing studies, 

studies, and research companions that have reached publication. In addition, the 
Studies in Travel Writing was 

In Flanders and the Netherlands, travel writing has received much less atten

attention to the importance of travel literature was Siegfried Huigen.  However, 

book Travel Writing in Dutch 
Missinne, and Beatrix van Dam, was published.  Furthermore, the interdiscipli
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The fact that international scien
tific interest in travel writing has 

with other genres has historical 
roots: Travel texts have tradition

literature.  This also applies to the 
Netherlands, where a large audience 
hungered for exciting stories such as 

Waerachtighe van 
drie seylagien, ter werelt noyt soo 
vreemt ghehoort 
into English as A True Description of 

Three Voyages 

inhospitable Nova Zembla archipelago in Northern Russia. The detailed account of 

to the imagination, as did the Journael ofte gedenckwaerdige beschrijvinghe van de 

Colonial travel literature in particular finds itself at the epicentre of recent 

Oud en Nieuw 
Indiën vervattende een naaukeurige en uitvoerige verhandelinge van Nederlands 

mogentheyd in die gewesten

resort of Wendit near Malang, in the 
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accurate and comprehensive account of the Dutch presence in those regions). Much 

Indische Letteren  and the book Een tint van het Indische Oosten

Voicing the Colony: Travelers in the Dutch East Indies

Hugo Brems has drawn attention to the lack of attention and appreciation for 

the genre in the low countries. Brems argues that the explosive rise of tourism in 

Granta

Animals in travel writing

An overview of recent developments in international research into travel writing 
is given in The Routledge Research Companion to Travel Writing
Alasdair Pettinger and Tim Youngs.

to travelling in pairs); second, to modes of writing (from diaries to travel narra

 In a manner similar to John Berger, Leane 
through, rather than to look at the textual animals in 

 Although the subordinate position of the animal, 

changed under the influence of scientific disciplines such as ecocriticism and animal 
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both constrain and enable human understandings of encounters with other species.

for human societies. Human worlds are built upon animal lives and deaths, concep

potential. It is this insight that fuels much recent research into the representation 

this volume ties in with the structure of  and 
Literature, which establishes a historical line of representation of animals, whilst 
at the same time presenting new directions and perspectives that seem urgent in 

cultural products that destabilise normalised dominant perspectives and/or depict 

animals when opposed to human animals as rational, independent and dominant 
beings, are recognised as important shared factors of all life on Earth. This calls for 

between animals and themselves. If we want to have more respect for ourselves, 
for the benefit of our survival, we will have to show more respect for, and interest 
in, the animals that we are ourselves and with whom we live.

The more activist field of critical animal studies opposes structural violence 

ism.  In 
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for granted assumptions that form a hidden structure of violence and that make 

The relative lack of engagement so far between animals studies and travel 

and postcolonial criticism.  In Animals, 
Environment 

animals without generating a profound unease, even a rancorous antagonism, in 
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Themes and threads

animal studies (anthropomorphism, ecocriticism), tourism studies, and travel 
writing studies, including postcolonial studies.

their representation in Dutch (colonial) travel literature. Before giving an overview 
of the chapters in this volume, we will discuss four recurring topics.

riences, or as peculiar or dangerous creatures. The presence of exotic flora and 

Indies, and the one that, as Mikko Toivanen argues in his chapter about the Java 

perspective of the contributors to this book, than because of the travel writers 

Second, the chapters expose the tension between the desire to know and 

is ambiguous and difficult to read. The fact that humans cannot know what the 

or dominated. The effect of this observation is that the social opposition between 
humans and animals, which is presented as natural, is exposed as an ideological 
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determines the difference and the hierarchical relationship between man and 

and perspectives. Common, in this regard, is the use of the opposition between 

mined in the travelogues discussed herein. The bestial becomes a metaphor for 

are presented as more civilised, reliable, or intelligent, this undermining of the 
dominant opposition also emphasises the opposition itself, and in most cases, this 

 This 
narrative, as Esther Op de Beek shows, at least to a certain extent, accounts for the 

Another focus area is the need to describe (new) animal species abroad, and to 

on the awareness that in doing so, one is appropriating a culture and that this kind 

in the chapters that follow often seem to have treated original, indigenous names 
and sources of information with more respect than a superficial condemnation 

This is related to a fourth constant: the use of legitimising strategies common 
to colonial discourse in the description of people, animals, and their environments, 
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relations. Of course, to a certain extent this finding follows from the focus and 

that, and demonstrate how, animals function in a colonial discourse that resonates 

About this volume 

The contributions to this collection are divided into two chronological periods. 

colonial period. Dutch travel literature is teeming with animals, as is the wealth of 
international travel literature. Nevertheless, travel literature has been given much 

in several chapters is paid to the impact of discursive strategies from the colonial 
era. However, the focus is now shifted to the modern era, in which travel emerges 
as a form of leisure, travel and tourism undergo a further democratisation, and 

rampog 
macan (tiger fights) as barbaric and cruel. In comparison, Javanese travellers such 
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the heroic tropes of scientific fieldwork and exploration into a hitherto unknown 
nature. His fieldwork did not consist of hazardous expeditions to unknown places, 

the establishment of correspondence networks with people who were willing 
to send him preserved specimens. In contrast to other travelling naturalists and 

cussed the horse as a lens to, or metaphor for, the wider colonial issues of the time: 
the relationship between the coloniser and the colonised, the development of racial 
thinking and taxonomies, and the introduction of new transport infrastructure as 

In chapter four, 
 

East Indies travel 

warranted scant description: their presence, whilst surprising, was unwanted and 

 fifth chapter, Claudia Zeller uses 
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examines strategies common to travel literature as a genre, such as animalisation 
and familiarisation. Yet she also shows how, at the intersection of race and animal

animals in Dutch travelogues about the Indonesian War of Independence. Arnoud 
Arps, in his elaboration on animal metaphors in the representation of violence, also 

crocodiles, and dogs. From a perspective that draws upon postcolonial studies, animal 
studies, and perpetrator studies, he argues that, in Dutch decolonisation texts such 
as Thuis gelooft niemand mij
and Merdeka! 

for Indonesian fighters. In particular, the animal is used as a dual metaphor for 
representing violence. It is used to describe the transformation of the Dutch from 

ik 

Travels with 
a Donkey in the Cévennes

 animals in Niko 
Eskimoland Texel 

Eskimoland, placing it in the Dutch tradition of popularising the knowledge of 

Texel
which Eskimoland bears unexpected similarities. Smith examines what Tinbergen 

His text can be read as a scientific plea for field research as an essential element 
of research into animal behaviour. Moreover, he suggested that the behaviour 
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of humans and animals is comparable and should therefore also be studied in a 

Texel.

of Australian faunae in these travel stories, which species are discussed, in what 

ities, a fascinating wonderland, tempting for emigrants.
In the penultimate chapter, Esther Op de Beek focuses on the functions of ani

much attention has been paid to the discourse of nostalgia. However, thus far, no 

In his travel stories, Huizinga depicts himself, the narrator of the stories, as some

asks in her contribution is to what extent we should think of the animals that pop

form of nostalgia that serves the narrator, or as central to a more reflective form of 

how domestic animals are represented and how their selective breeding and 
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Dier, bovendier
Alleen de knor wordt niet gebruikt: Biografie van een 

varken

realistic account of the conditions in which twelve million Dutch pigs live and die.

exposing the discourse on animals produced in and through travel literature, we 

Notes

Quality of Life and Wellbeing Research in Tourism
Ten articles cover the economic, social, cultural, and environmental components of travel and 

Birds, Beasts and Tourists

the human experience of the animal gaze is in fact a form of anthropocentric reasoning. Baker, 

Youngs, The Cambridge Introduction to Travel Writing

Youngs, The Cambridge Introduction to Travel Writing

Stemmen op schrift,

Thompson, Travel Writing
Brems, Altijd weer vogels die nesten beginnen

Thompson, Travel Writing

Thompson, Travel Writing

.
Thompson, Travel Writing
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Theme issue in Indië; Honings & Tomberge, 

voorbeelden een stimulerende rol gespeeld, zoals het Britse blad Granta

Pettinger & Youngs, 

Lisle, 
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